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February 11th, 2018 
Last Sunday in Epiphany 

 

Last Sunday in the Season of EpiphanyLast Sunday in the Season of Epiphany  

This season closes.This season closes.  

Another begins with its own journey, Another begins with its own journey,   
leading to a cross, leading to a cross,   

and through that cross to new life. and through that cross to new life.   
But there is much we must encounter But there is much we must encounter   
before we reach that empty tomb. before we reach that empty tomb.   

Take these hopes, birthed in the memory Take these hopes, birthed in the memory   
of God’s tender, firm voice proclaiming that, of God’s tender, firm voice proclaiming that,   

wherever we are, wherever we are,   
we are in the presence of the Christ.we are in the presence of the Christ.  

 

from ‘Seasons of the Spirit’ 
 

We Gather in CommunityWe Gather in Community  
 

As the music begins, we are invited to 
prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Music to Gather Us  
 
Welcome & Announcements ~ Mission Moment 
 

  Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause 
 

One: In each moment of this day resides: 
ALL: Possibility; 

Opportunity; 
Wisdom; 
Beauty; 
Healing; 
Wonder. 

One: May our time together open us to all that is sacred: 
ALL: Surrounding us; 

Embracing us; 
Transforming us; 
Empowering us; 
Grounding us. 
 

As We Stand to Sing 
the Christ Candle Is Lit 

 

May we awake, awaken to the presence of God, 
presence of God, the presence of God. 
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May we awake, awaken to the presence of God, 
here in this ordinary place. 

 

sing twice ~ words & music by Bret Hesla (Seasons of the Spirit) 
 

We Gather Together 
 

One: From a cloud,  
and in a crowd,  
God speaks to us. 

ALL:  Calling us to be lovers of justice, 
   to share hope with the broken. 

One: On mountaintops,  
and in neighbourhoods, 
   Christ calls to us. 

ALL: With a word,  
and with wonder,  
molding us into who we are. 

One: At play. 
at work, 
the Spirit whispers in our hearts. 

ALL: Gathering up our fears,  
as well as our dreams, 
   and offering them to God. 

One:  Come, let us worship God. 
 
Hymn Creator God You Gave Us Life More Voices  27 
 
We Pause as We are Gathered in Prayer      
 

 

"We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, 
 and God is shining through it all the time." 

Thomas Merton 
 

One: Transforming God, you meet us in the ordinary and extraordinary 
moments of life, 

ALL: Yet, sometimes we have closed ourselves off from you.  
One: We are aware of those times when we have not allowed ourselves to 

be changed by the moving of your Spirit.  
ALL: Those moments when we have chosen comfort over living in your 

way;  
Nights when we have wounded ourselves with self-doubt and guilt;  
Days when we have cut ourselves off from others because we were 
afraid.   

One: Loving God, reach out to us with your transforming love.  
Give us the courage to live and love boldly, 
allowing your presence to shine through us.  

ALL: Ever-present God, gather us, ground us, empower us… 
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We Prayerfully Sing 
 
 

You are holy, you show us the way  x4 
You show us, you show us, you show us the way  x 4 

More Voices 45 
 

Moment for All 
 

Let’s Sing! No matter who you are, no matter what you do, 
 you’re a special part of God’s world. 
 No matter if you’re rich, no matter if you’re poor, 
 you’re a special part of God’s world. 
 

 

 No matter if you’re old, no matter if you’re young, 
 you’re a special part of God’s world. 
 No matter if you’re short, no matter if you’re tall, 
 you’re a special part of God’s world. 

 

words & music: Valarie Kingsbury & Christopher Bowman 
used with permission 

 

We Open Ourselves to WisdomWe Open Ourselves to Wisdom  
  

Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, 
ground us, ground us in you. 

More Voices 7 
 

Preparing to Enter the Lenten JourneyPreparing to Enter the Lenten Journey  
 

Scripture Litany inspired by Joel 2:1, 15-17 Return to God 
 

One: Like the sound of a trumpet or the crack of thunder,  
God calls us to return.  

ALL: Return from where?  
One: Sometimes in the busy-ness of life, we lose our way. 

We forget who we are and whose we are. 
We are holy people, made in the image of the holy one. 
Let us ponder those times when we have not used our time, 
our energy, our love in ways that reflect the holy within…. 

 

We Prayerfully Pause 
 

We Prayerfully Sing:   Take, O take me as I am; 
        summon out what I shall be; 
       set your seal upon my heart 
      and live in me.   More Voices 85 
 

One: Like the sound of a trumpet or the crack of thunder,  
God calls us to return.  

ALL: Sometimes we have strayed only a little.  
Sometimes we have lost our way.  
No matter where we go, God calls us to come home to God. 
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To know God’s love. 
To know we are God’s. 

 

We Prayerfully Sing:    Take, O take me as I am… 
 

Entering the Lenten JourneyEntering the Lenten Journey  
 

 

Psalm Litany  Psalm 51: 1-17  
  adapted  from Psalms for Praying by Nan Merrill 

 

One:   Have mercy on me, O Gracious One, 
according to your steadfast love; 

According to your abundant kindness 
forgive me where my thoughts and 

deeds have hurt others. 
Lead me in the paths of justice, 
guide my steps on paths of peace! 

 

ALL:  Teach me, that I may know my weaknesses, 
the shortcomings that bind me, 

The unloving ways that separate me, 
that keep me from recognizing 

your Life in me; 
For, I keep company with fear, and 
dwell in the house of ignorance. 
Yet, I was brought forth in love, 

and love is my birthright. 
 

One:  You have placed your truth in the inner being; 
therefore, teach me the wisdom of the heart. 

Forgive all that binds me in fear, 
that I might radiate love; 

cleanse me that your light might shine in me. 
Fill me with gladness; help me to 
transform weakness into strength. 
Look not on my past mistakes 

but on the aspirations of my heart. 
 

ALL:  Create in me a clean heart, O Gracious One, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Enfold me in the arms of Love, and 
fill me with your Holy Spirit. 

Restore in me the joy of your saving grace, 
and encourage me with a new spirit. 

 
 

And So We Prayerfully Sing… 
 

Take, O take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 
set your seal upon my heart 

and live in me. 
More Voices 85 
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Pondering the Lenten JourneyPondering the Lenten Journey  
  

“Kintsugi” 
Precious Scars 

  

Words to Guide Us Through the Lenten SeasonWords to Guide Us Through the Lenten Season  
 

A pear seed grows into 
a pear tree, 

and a hazelnut seed grows into a 
hazelnut tree, 

and a seed of God 
grows into God. 

God does not ask anything else of you 
 but to let yourself go 
and let God be in you. 

 

Meister Eckhart 
13th century philosopher & mystic 

 

Hymn   In The Quiet Curve of Evening  Voices United 278 
 

We Respond and Move into the WorldWe Respond and Move into the World  
  

We Prepare to Offer our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer 
 

 

  What can I do?   What can I bring? 
  What can I say?   What can I sing? 
  I’ll sing with joy.  I’ll say a prayer. 
               I’ll bring my love.  I’ll do my share.  More Voices  191 

 

Ministry of Music “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” 
 
Prayer for This Day and the Days Ahead 
 

As I live every day, 
I want to be a channel for peace. 

May I bring love where there is hatred 
And healing where there is hurt. 

Joy where there is sadness 
And hope where there is fear. 
I pray that I may always try 

To understand and comfort other people 
As well as seeking comfort and understanding 

from them. 
Wherever possible, 

may I choose to be a light in the darkness, 
a help in times of need, and a caring, honest friend. 

And may justice, kindness, and peace 
Flow from my heart forever, 

May it be so. 
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Words of Parting  
 

"God comes to us not where we should have been 
 if we had made all the right choices in life;  

not where we could have been if we had taken every opportunity  
that God has offered us;  

not where we wish we were if we didn’t have to be 
 in the place where we find ourselves;  

not where we think we are because our minds are out of sync with our hearts;  
not where other people think we are or think we ought to be when they are attending 

to their own agendas. God meets us where we really are." 
  Margaret Silf 

 

One: We are called:  
 As we are; Where we are. 
ALL: We are loved: 
 Every broken piece; Every joy and sorrow. 
One: We are invited: 
 To be God’s; Today and every day. 

 

We Go Out Singing  Let’s go out and love one another, 
   pray and care for the people in need. 
   Let’s be a sign of the love from above, 
   and let this spark be a fire indeed. 
 
 

    Let’s go out and keep on singing, 
    sing to the trees and the moon above, 
    clap your hands and lift your feet, 
    and dance to the music of love.  
 

from ‘Let’s Go Out’ words & music – Leigh Newton  
Seasons of the Spirit Songbook Vol.4 

 

Music to Send Us Out Into the World 

A place of welcome… 
A place of learning… 
A place of exploring… 
A place of laughter… 
A place of prayer… 
A holy place… 

A people of faith making a difference 
in our community and our world. 

WELCOME 

An emergency meeting of the Council and the Trustees & Property  
Committee is called for today following worship. 

Rev. Mary-Beth will be out of the Office from Feb. 12th until Feb. 19th.  
In case of pastoral concerns or emergencies please call the  

Church Office 902 485-8081 
or the Rev Jim Webber-Cook 902 752-3766. 
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Tuesday, Feb. 13 
Shrove Tuesday 

5:15 pm 
 

7:00 pm 

SHROVE TUESDAY Pancake Supper 
 

♫ Choir Practice. All Welcome! ♫ 

Wed. Feb. 14 8:30 am 

11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

PU Healthy Lifers 

Grab & Go Lunch Program 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Friday, Feb. 16 9:30 am Friday FunDay 

Next Sunday 9:45 am 
onward 

 

10:30 am 

‘Second Cup’ Sunday   JOIN US! 
 
Worship ~ We Begin the Lenten Journey  

PUC is a NUT & SCENT AWARE ZONE. Please remember when providing  
food for events. Please be aware of scent sensitivities of others. Thank you. 

HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’ The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”  

Thursday, Feb. 15 1:30 pm Ways & Means Committee Meeting 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!!BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!!BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!!BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!!    

Part 2 of our ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

will be woven into worship on Sunday, February 25th.  

Gathering in our Church Hall 

with our Choir’s Famous Chicken Burger Lunch 

to follow. Lunch only $7 (includes dessert) 

Greeting the congregation are David & Karen Hicks. 

Our Steward today is Brian Burris. 

Our Ambassador today is Jane Burris. 

Visit pictouunited.com & united-church.ca 

Tapestry ... A Gathering of WomenTapestry ... A Gathering of WomenTapestry ... A Gathering of WomenTapestry ... A Gathering of Women    
Faith ~ Friendship ~ Fun    

Monday, February 19th- 7pm 
Join us and discover the gifts of “Chair Yoga” 

We welcome Rachael MacLean of True Nature Yoga 
ALL INVITED ~ BRING A FRIEND! 

The Lenten Journey BeginsThe Lenten Journey Begins….….  
 

All are invited to join together for our 
 “Nothing Fancy” SHROVE TUESDAY Pancake Supper 
This Tuesday - February 13th - from 5:15 - 6:15 pm 

 

    Lent is often a time to pause and renew our commitments  
to living in God’s way.  

This Lent might you consider renewing your financial  
commitments to the ministry we share by considering using  

PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) or by supporting FUNDSCRIP?  
Both programs make a huge difference to our Church finances. 


